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Information on Taiwanese living in the U.S. can be found in the data from the Decennial Census
(every 10 years) and the American Community Survey (annual), both provided by the U.S.
Census Bureau. Measuring the Taiwanese population in the U.S. is tricky, however, because
people’s response on their race may vary by how the question is asked.

Race related guestions in the Decennial Census and American Community Survey (ACS)
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American Community Survey asks a few more questions related to the race that are useful in
identifying Taiwanese in Hawaii: question on ancestry and the county where they were born.
Unlike the race question, these two questions were asked in a way that the respondents are more
easily answer Taiwan or Taiwanese.

Wh thi born?
o ure wwas this parsan born @ What is this person’s ancestry or ethnic origin?

In the United States — Frint name of state.

Outside the United States — Print name of (For example: ltalian, Jamaican, African Am.,
foreign country, or Puerto Rico, Guam, etc. Cambodian, Cape Verdean, Norwegian, Dominican,

French Canadian, Haitian, Korean, | ebanese, Polish,
Nigerian, Mexican, Taiwanese, Ukrainian, and so on.)

For more discussion about identifying Taiwanese in the U.S, please refer to How many
Taiwanese live in the U.S. by the Pew Research Center (Sep 2021)



https://www.pewresearch.org/decoded/2021/09/08/how-many-taiwanese-live-in-the-u-s-its-not-an-easy-question-to-answer/
https://www.pewresearch.org/decoded/2021/09/08/how-many-taiwanese-live-in-the-u-s-its-not-an-easy-question-to-answer/

Taiwanese in Hawaii in 2020 (based on the 2020 Decennial Census)

A total of 2,307 Taiwanese were living in Hawaii in 2020. Among those, 1,604 people were
Taiwanese alone, not mixed with other races, while 703 people were Taiwanese mixed with other

race(s).
Taiwanese Taiwanese Taiwanese mixed
alone or mixed alone with other races
Taiwanese in Hawaii in 2020 2,307 1,604 703
Age distribution (2020)
Taiwanese Taiwanese Taiwanese mixed
alone or mixed alone with other races
All aces 2,307 1,604 703
& (100%) (100%) (100%)
Under 5 years 7.2% 2.6% 17.8%
5-17 years 17.0% 9.5% 34.1%
18-24 years 7.4% 6.2% 10.1%
25-44 years 28.5% 31.2% 22.5%
45-64 years 22.9% 27.7% 11.9%
65 and over 16.9% 22.8% 3.6%

Taiwanese population by county (2020)*

State Hawaii Honolulu Maui Kauai
County County County County
Tai | 1,604 82 1,481 34 NA**
atwanese afone (100%) (5.1%) (92.3%) (2.1%)
Taiwanese alone or 2,307 130 2,080 72 NA**
mixed with other races (100%) (5.6%) (90.2%) (3.1%)

*  Due to the differential privacy protection of Census data, counties don’t add up to the state
** No data was released for Taiwanese in Kauai County, which means zero or a very small number of Taiwanese in

Kauai in 2020




Taiwanese household by household type (2020)

Total Family households Non-family households
number Total Married Other Uizt . Not
of house- family couple family non- Living living
Race holds HH HH HH family | alone HH alone HH
HH

Taiwanese alone 663 451 335 116 212 183 29
Taiwanese alone
or mixed with 817 546 412 134 271 221 50
other races

Historical trend from Decennial Censuses

Comparing the size of Taiwanese population in Hawaii reported in the three previous decennial
census shows almost no change between 2000 and 2010 and a significant increase between 2010
and 2020. It is not immediately clear if the big increase between 2010-2020 is the reflection of
actual increase or the result of any change in the way that Taiwanese identifies their race.

Taiwanese Taiwanese Taiwanese mixed

Year alone or mixed Alone with other races
(persons) (persons) (persons)

2000 1,056 777 279

2010 1,161 898 263

2020 2,307 1,604 703

Taiwaneses population Avg. annual growth rate
in Hawaii during 2000-2010 and 2010-2020
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Additional information about Taiwanese available from the 2023 5-year ACS

Caution: All figures presented below are DBEDT estimates based on public use microdata
sample (PUMS) of American Community Survey (ACS) collected for 5 years from 2019 to
2023. Since ACS is a sample survey, the estimates are subject to sampling and non-sampling

CITors.

Estimated number of people who identifies their race as “Taiwanese alone” in the survey: 1,615

Nativity (among the estimated 1,530 Taiwanese alone)

Native 595 36.8%
Foreign born 1,020 63.2%

Year of entry to the U.S. (among the estimated 1,020 foreign born Taiwanese alone)

~1970 71 7.0%
1971-1980 269 26.4%
1981-1990 353 34.6%
1991-2000 136 13.3%
2001-2010 67 6.6%
2011~ 124 12.2%

Language spoken at home (among the estimated 1,615 Taiwanese alone)

English only 344 21.3%
Chinese 167 10.3%
Mandarin 612 37.9%
Min Nan Chinese 429 26.6%
Cantonese 9 0.6%
Japanese 54 3.3%




Estimated number of people who indicated their ancestry as “Taiwanese”: 3,122

The ancestry question allows two entries

Who entered Taiwanese for the first entry 2,531
Who entered Taiwanese for the second entry 591

Race they reported in the survey (among the estimated 3,122 with Taiwanese ancestry).

Taiwanese alone 1,389 44.5%
Chinese, except Taiwanese, alone 904 29.0%
Other Asian alone 311 10.0%
Two or more races 518 16.6%

Estimated number of people who indicated their birthplace as “Taiwan”: 3,579

Race they reported in the survey (among the estimated 3,579 whose birthplace is Taiwan)

Chinese, except Taiwanese, alone 1,940 54.2%
Taiwanese alone 984 27.5%
Other Asian alone 237 6.6%
All other races alone 84 2.4%
Two or more races 334 9.3%

Year of entry to the U.S. (among the estimated 3,579 whose birthplace is Taiwan)

People who identified People who identified

them as Chinese them as Taiwanese
Total 1,940 100% 984 100%
~1970 205 10.6% 57 5.8%
1971-1980 383 19.7% 261 26.5%
1981-1990 602 31.0% 397 40.4%
1991-2000 172 8.9% 115 11.7%
2001-2010 395 20.4% 53 5.4%
2011~ 183 9.4% 101 10.3%




